Discovering the Underground Railroad

















Name ___________________________ Score ______
To Be Free
[image: https://roomi93.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/93e1cf98575e4f064988f5d370f29d81.jpg]Write about what “Freedom” means to you:






























Day-to-Day Life 

Enslaved people endured many hardships as the “property” of another person: 


Many slaves worked from sunrise till sunset, resting only during meal times.
Slaves received no pay.
Slaves could not go anywhere without permission from the “master”.
Slave children began working usually by six years old.
Slaves were punished often for even the simplest of reasons.
Slaves often had little to eat and few clothes to wear.
Slaves were not allowed to choose their own job.


Though restricted and degraded in every way, the undying hope for freedom and the spirit and involvement of the extended family became the survival tool for many enslaved persons. It was also this very family which made the decision to run away a difficult one. Escaping did not guarantee freedom, but it often did mean leaving behind family and friends. 

Draw or Write: 
Two ways that your life is different from that of an enslaved person.
	
	




Escape routes over land spread out like a tangled web throughout the United States, into Cana-da, and Mexico. Other routes were traveled by water to northern coastal cities, south towards the Caribbean, or west towards the coast of California, Alaska or Hawaii. 

[image: ]

Although many states and territories had banned slavery by 1860, freedom seekers who had escaped to free states and territories could be captured by slave catchers and returned to slavery because of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850. After the 1850 Act, many freedom seekers in free states were forced to continue their escape to countries outside the United States.
Put a STAR in the state where you live.
Draw an ARROW of the route you would use to escape slavery after 1850.
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Draw a route that our Freedom Seeker Eli can take to safely reach Freedom. 
Remember, this is a secret journey and there are many dangers along the way. Read the stories of successful Freedom Seekers and Conductors on pages 5, 6, 8, and 9 to help you find your way.
[image: ]

Name 2 dangers that might stop Eli from reaching Freedom. Why? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________
Name 2 safe places for Eli to hide. Why?_________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]
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Imagine that you and your family are escaping to freedom along the Underground Railroad. Write a short entry about your journey. 
How did you travel, where did you go, and did anybody help you along the way? What type of difficulties did you have? Remember, your travels are a secret and you need to be clever so you don’t get caught! 

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: https://roomi93.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/93e1cf98575e4f064988f5d370f29d81.jpg]Read the stories of successful Freedom Seekers and Conductors on pages 5, 6, 8, and 9 to help you get ideas. 
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Road to Freedom
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Did You Know...?

Onrany, loudy ights, feedom seckers often would fnd their way north
by feling for moss which i found on te norther side of ee rusks. On.

By the end of the Civl War, there e almost 209,000 black.
soldies and sailors who chose o fightwiththe Usion and.
ltimately wintheis Freadom Thece sy witswesecalled.
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Underground Railroad
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Freedom Seekers of the Underground Railroad

L Bridset “Biddy” Macon was brought o California by her owner, John.
Stmith in 1851, Becauwe Califoria was 2 fee stae, Smith riedfo comvince
i Saves tht fhey swould e fre f they moved o Texas (2 save sate).
‘Biddy doubted b rubfulness 2nd sought help from the local re black
‘community. Smith’ laves wereplacedin protectve custody and n 1856,
2 judge ruled in favor of Bddy, and she and hr chiléren were eed.

‘Harry Grimes was bor ino slavery in North Carolna and sod for the it me 3t the age of
3. Though his early years of bondsge were ot eay. it was s thrd k-

less 20d vilent mster who led to Hamy's escape. On this oecasion his

master flt that Harry had not done snongh work snd sfte 3 vioeat con.
‘Sonttion. et the dogs ater im. Fartmstely Hany bad befiendsd the

dog a0 hey would ot ollos him. thus slowing e to ecape. He

sought refuga within the woods, whare be ved fo the next 7 mons i 3

Bellow poplar fee. Harr spent  couple more month: iing n 3 cave.

before reaching freedom.

‘Eliza Hareis a0 enclaved on 2 plantaton near Dover, Kentucky, 10 miles south of the Okio
River, when she learned that she 2 f be sld to nofher plantaion. Hoping to fid the Obio
iver Sozen, Elis took beryoungest chld snd excaped. Upen sesching te rver the next

‘morning, <he found thatthe i on the rever had broken wp. Hearin the dog: on he ral, Eliza

‘and e culd took a il chance and jusping fromice fow o ice fow they made their way
‘oz the river and disppessed sl the Underground Railosd.

‘Willium and Ellen Craf,fwoslaves from Savannah, Georsia
‘made thei remarkable es<ape to Piladelphi i plin view by
Steamer and ralroad. Ellen, whe waslght hinned, disguiced her-
2alf 2 3 young gestleman i il heslth seeking medical mestment
Flor buband Williom traveled 2 th snentve save fo s
“master”. Overcoming many obstacles along the way, Willam
nd Ellen amved in Phaladelphiz where they wee fodclothed and
bouzed by s Quaker Sl befors moving o fo Boston sod then
finally to England

o Frederick Douglass was bom info slavery in Marvland. As anen-
laved servan in Baltmore,the lady of the house secretly began fo
teach Foedanck t resd and write, When bic “mter” ousd out .
forbid i Frederick taught himoelf. Upon bis ovener’s death, b was
senttothe Eastern Shore of Maryland to work in the filds. Byage
2. Frederick escaped to Nevw York disguiced 3 3 ssilo. Oves e
e, e made mumerous speeches agaiet lavery and became 3 13-
‘Gonally known dbolitionist nd champion of women' right Ia 1845,
Fredenck publiched Naprarve of the Life of Federick Douglass snd .
1847 began publiching his new=papes The North Star

Formas o website st b v s sovus
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ANTISLAVERY!
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ANTISLAVERY!
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CIRCLE one Slave State listed on the map

Draw ARROWS from the state you circled showing the many
escape routes to a Free State or Territory.

United States-1860
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“Conductors” Along the Underground Railroad

The histry of the Underground Railzoad i 2 story of human courage, endurance and the belief
of ndividus] Seedom. Du to the zecretve nstu of the reibosd. it 2 wnkown juct bow sy
froedom seekers atempted fo ezczpe or achieved 2 new lifein freedom. Nor i it possible fo
document all ofthose ndividualo—sometimes called b the code name Conductors—who op-
‘posed slavery and risked ther lives and well-being fo ssist freedom seskers n theirjourney to
Ssedom. In fict, many feadom zeekers becsume conductors oo, once they escspad slzvry.
Her ar stories of 2 few conductors long the Underground Railroad.

‘Harriet Tubman s born nto slavery in Maryland. Afe learming that
she w2 to be sold nd separated rom her usband, Harriet made her
scape to freedom. Despitethe high resar forher captre, she refumed

south mumerous Games and assisted many slaves t feedom. During the

(il War she served 2 3 urse, spy 3nd scout or the Union Ammy. )
‘Tubman was known 32 one of he greatest “conductrs” o the Under-

‘roumd Railroad.

Tosiah Henson was bors 3 ssve i Chasles County, Maryland. A2 3boy,
Fienson was sl o 2 farmer in Montgomery Cousty, Maryland. As
it e was rsted enough by his owner to supervie otber exslaved

R ot sber o e U5, 3md B

For more sories,visit our website 2 it s s soviusy
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“Conductors” Along the Underground Railroad

Levi and Catharine Coffin were Quakers, 2 rligiows
order that sromgly opposed the nsttution of lavery.
Originally from North Carolina, the couple moved to
‘Newpert, Indiana i thecarly 1820:. During the 20
years they livedin ndions,they provided 2 saf haven for
‘over 2,000 freedom seekers. OF all heslaves that they.
assisted, nome of them filed to reach freedom. Levi w2s
oftenrefered to 3z the “Presdent of the Underground Rail- ’
soad” T
 Willn Still was bor in Burlington Couaty, Nevw Jersey to former
saves. Aflr sorking on bis fathe's farm wil age 20, Sll et home
2nd moved to Piladelphiain 1844 where he worked 2 2 bandyman. In
1847, he worked for the Pemmsylvania Anti-Slavery Society office doing
nitoia ork, orting mail, and acising the sciety’s exscutive dirctor
[ During bis time in Pennsyivani, Sl recorded and maintained the zc-
counts of asising nealy 900 fugisve saves. In 1872, be used these rec-
exd o wrie 3 deiled snd suthentic book tled, The Underground Rail-
road.

‘Lerwis Haden was bor o slavery in Lexington, Kentucky in
1811. Durng 1844, Hayden escaped with s wife Harmetand son.
Alon the way. they were sided by Rev. Calvin Fasbanks,  white
‘Methodist minister.Fiayden was successful n his ligh o feedom.
‘2nd became 2 prominent sbolifonistthat sisted many ofber en-
“laved people o feedom. In 1844, Fairbanks was captured ried
‘and sntenced to 15 yeas for aiding and sbeting fogiive slaves. In
1849, Hayden raiced $600 2 “ransom” payment for Faisbanks”
selee

For more sories,visit our website 2 it s s goviumy





